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MEETING AGENDA

• Project Review

• Review of Literature Database

• Review of Dashboard

• Review of Directory

• Main Findings 

• Next Steps

• Questions and Discussion
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PROJECT REVIEW

OBJECTIVE: To describe the landscape of 

Indian research directly related to lymphatic filariasis, 

and to identify key Indian organizations and experts on 

the topic.



KEY RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

| 5

To identify Indian researchers and organizations currently working 

on lymphatic filariasis in India.

To systematically search published and grey literature on lymphatic 

filariasis research conducted in India.

To map and describe the current landscape of lymphatic filariasis 

research, with emphasis on foundation priority areas.



PROJECT DELIVERABLES

1

2

3

Indexed database of literature on LF research conducted in India 

organized by date, authors, geographic location and “bucket.”

Visualizations of the research landscape that highlights the results of 

the published literature review.

Directory of key actors and organizations currently active in LF in India, 

based on grey literature review.
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SEARCH RESULTS AND INDEXING 
STRATEGY – PUBLISHED 

LITERATURE
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SEARCH STRATEGY

WORD TERMS

Filariasis

Lymphatic Filariasis, Elephantiasis, 

Wuchereria bancrofti, Brugia malayi, 

Bancroftian Filariasis, Filariasis Malayi, 

Wuchereriasis, Malayi Tropical 

Eosinophilia, Brugia timori

India India, Hindustan, Bharat

DATABASE RESULTS

PubMed 1429

EmBase 81

CENTRAL 392

Total Articles 2,016 after de-duplication

Reviewed
881 Reviewed, 736 included (84%)

from Jan. 1st, 2009- Oct 25, 2019

INCLUSION CRITERIA:

• Published after 1970*

• AND

• Research conducted in India, or by 

Indian institutions

• AND

• Research on lymphatic filariasis 

specifically

AUTHOR MATCHING STRATEGY:

• To get additional information on 

authors using profiles from SCOPUS, 

included articles were matched on 

title and digital object identifier (DOI).

• 575 (78%) of articles matched 

successfully

*reviewed after 2009



ORGANIZATION 
OF PUBLISHED 
LITERATURE: 
“BUCKETS”

LF Research 

in India 

Parasites 

Vectors 

Disease burden   

Risk factors 

MDA  

Vector control

Signs/symptoms 

Atypical cases 

Selective treatment

Epidemiology 

Diagnostics 

Disease

Prevention 

Management 

Others 

Etiology 

Stopping Decisions

Post-validation surveillance 

Post-MDA Surveillance

Situation analysis 

Integration into 

health services  

Implementation 

Campaign 

Mapping 

MMDP  

Level 1
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Level 2 Level 3



ORGANIZATION OF LITERATURE, CTD.

ADDITIONAL TAGS FOR AREAS OF 

SPECIAL INTEREST:

• Ayurvedic medicine

• TAS/Pre-TAS

• Coverage validation surveys

• Filarial control units

• Entomology

• Triple drug therapy

• Review articles

Implementation Categories 

(for MDA and MMDP only)

Drug/treatment efficacy

Enablers/barriers

Cost analysis 

Acceptability 

Feasibility 

Coverage/Compliance 

Community mobilization

Human resources
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GEOGRAPHY (STATE/TERRITORY):

If stated in the title/abstract review, the province 

in which the research took place* was noted. 

National or multiple province-level studies were 

noted as such. 

*Location of institution is captured in the author 

supplement.
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OVERVIEW OF DELIVERABLES 
1 AND 2

Photo: Financial Times



DELIVERABLE 1: 
INDEXED LITERATURE DATABASE

723 “included” entries | 12

The database may be filtered by 
publication details or by assigned 
category, corresponding to graphics 
on slides 9 and 10.



DELIVERABLE 1: 
INDEXED LITERATURE DATABASE

| 13575 SCOPUS Publications Matched

Where available, additional details 
from SCOPUS, including affiliation 
for first and last author, the full set 
of authors and affiliations (in a 
single cell), and funding details, 
were appended to the articles.



DELIVERABLE 2: VISUALIZATIONS
RECORDS COUNT PER YEAR
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DELIVERABLE 2: VISUALIZATIONS
RECORDS COUNT PER BUCKET PER YEAR

22

16

14

10

21

3

3
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DELIVERABLE 2: VISUALIZATIONS
BREAKDOWN OF BUCKET LEVELS 1 AND 2

| 16Articles that did not fit a main bucket were put in “others,” with Level 2 
groupings created to suit the general categories.



DELIVERABLE 2: VISUALIZATIONS
BREAKDOWN OF BUCKET LEVEL 3
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MDA MMDP



DISTRIBUTION OF RESEARCH BY 
PROVINCE

Sabesan et al 2013, DOI: 10.1089/vbz.2012.1238 | 18

Tamil Nadu –TN

53

Lymphatic Filariasis Transmission Risk Map of 

India, Based on a Geo-Environmental Risk Model

Sabesan et al, 2013

DOI: 10.1089/vbz.2012.1238
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OVERVIEW: DELIVERABLE 3
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LF elimination 

initiatives  

GAELF 

RPRG

TAG

WHO

National 

Filarial 

Control 

Programme

Ministry of 

Health and 

Family Welfare

Global 

Initiatives

Regional 

initiatives 

National 

Initiatives 

NTD NGDO 

Network 

DOLF 

Task force for 

Global Health

Others  

Trials/projects 

Key actors identified from:

• Websites

• Meeting reports

• Guidelines 

• Key publications 

• Annual reports

• Progress reports  

• Workshop reports 

• Informal consultations 

• Expert missions 

GREY LITERATURE

REVIEW OF METHODS

GAELF: Global alliance for the elimination of lymphatic filariasis

RPRG: Regional programme review group 

TAG: Technical advisory group (LF)

DOLF: Death to Onchocerciasis and Lymphatic Filariasis
NTD NGDO Network: Neglected Tropical Diseases Non-Governmental 

Development Organisation | 20
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Meeting Report TypesRESULTS:

49 reports found 

30 meeting reports from: 

• GAELF: Global alliance for the 

elimination of lymphatic filariasis

• RPRG: Regional programme review 

group 

• TAG: Technical advisory group (LF)

• STAG (NTD): Strategic and Technical 

Advisory Group for Neglected 

Tropical Diseases



6 Key institutions identified

DELIVERABLE 3: DIRECTORY
KEY INSTITUTIONS
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The Key Institutions sheet lists 
organizations identified during the 
grey literature review, with 
leadership figures in LF and NTDs 
identified..



DELIVERABLE 3: DIRECTORY
KEY MEETINGS—FILTERING BY NAME

| 23

The Key Meetings sheet lists people 
identified from the meeting 
documents, with separate entries 
per meeting. By filtering on name, 
for example, it is possible to see 
which of the identified meetings, 
and in which years, they attended.

The relevance category is a 
subjective measure created by the 
team based on the meetings and
role a person was engaged in.

Year has color categories for 
the following time periods:
Red: <2014
Yellow: 2014-2016
Green: >2017



DELIVERABLE 3: DIRECTORY
CURRENT LF PROJECTS
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The Projects sheet lists ongoing LF 
research projects identified during 
the review, including clinical trials 
and epidemiologic studies.



DELIVERABLE 3: DIRECTORY
PUBLISHED LITERATURE AUTHORS
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Year has color categories for 
the following time periods:
Red: <2014
Yellow: 2014-2016
Green: >2017This sheet lists the authors 

identified in SCOPUS from the 
published literature review. This 
format allows for easier filtering by 
author and institution.



ADDITIONAL GREY LITERATURE: BOOK
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ADDITIONAL GREY LITERATURE: DATABASE
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The VIDWAN Database is an online 
resource that lists details 
information for a number of Indian 
researchers.
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KEY FINDINGS AND NEXT STEPS
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KEY FINDINGS AND LIMITATIONS

KEY FINDINGS

• In past 10 years, there has been minimal research regarding BMGF priorities, 

particularly regarding MDA implementation, MDA stopping decisions and post-MDA 

surveillance.

• The published literature is dominated by case reports that do not add to elimination 

evidence.

• LF-related publications increased around 2012 likely related to WHO GPELF report, 

and have generally decreased since 

LIMITATIONS

• Subjectivity of categorization (single review)

• Limited ability to match all authors to institutions

• Quality of research and publications not assessed
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NEXT STEPS

1

2

3

Use of literature database and directory to identify opportunities for 

partnership and organizing technical working groups aligned with BMGF 

priorities.

Incentivize research and programming to fill evidence gaps related to 

elimination.

Consider Indian and other exemplars for improving evidence and 

implementation around LF elimination programming.
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THANK YOU
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