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COMPARING FOUR MORTALITY DATA COLLECTION PLATFORMS 

 
Complete civil registration and vital statistics (CRVS) systems are lacking in many low-and middle-income countries, 
contributing to gaps in mortality estimates which constrains overall health planning, programming, and policy. Over 
the years, a multitude of different initiatives have sought to address these gaps. A recent review considered four (4) 
of these platforms due to their widespread use and global recognition, and included sample registration systems 
(SRS), CRVS, Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS), and Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS). It concluded 
that although mortality data is collected by a range of platforms, each platform addresses different needs beyond the 
collection of data to generate mortality estimates. A summary report and companion spreadsheet capturing more 
detailed information on each platform’s characteristics, benefits, and limitations are be available here or can be 
shared upon request. 
 
 


